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Senior Staff Engineer, New York State Pollution Prevention Institute

In her role as a Pollution Prevention Engineer, Kim supports the business assistance

programs by performing manufacturing process assessments, material & energy

balances, evaluating environmentally preferable & cost-effective alternatives and

sustainability certification/scorecard compliance. Kim leverages previous experience

in various manufacturing engineering capacities while at Harris RF Communications

and Microwave Data Systems (MDS).  Ms. Bawden has a BS degree in industrial

engineering, an ME in engineering management and an MS in sustainable systems.

Certifications held include a Life Cycle Assessment Certified Professional (LCACP).

KEN SCHLAFER

Technical Program Manager, New York State Pollution Prevention
Institute

Ken Schlafer is a technical program manager working with NYS industries to reduce

cost and environmental impact, provides consulting support for sustainable supply

chain, and conducts product evaluations designed to have a positive impact on the

environment. Ken has over 25 years of diverse industry experience with a strong

background in data analytics, industrial engineering and Lean Six Sigma. He holds a

M.S. in Engineering and Global Operations Management from Clarkson University

and a B.S. in Chemistry from the University of Buffalo.

ADD ON MORNING WORKSHOP
2ND FLOOR EAST
 
 
 

Known as the Triple Bottom Line – People, Profit, Planet, sustainability

lies at the nexus of social, economic, and environmental initiatives. In

this add on workshop, will discuss the basics of sustainability and

potential drivers for pursuing sustainability initiatives. The sustainability

management cycle will also be discussed to provide companies a

framework to find innovative ways to be profitable as they also

address environmental and social issues.

Sustainable Basics to Build Your Business & Reduce Your Footprint,
Introduction by Mark Shriver
 

10:00 -11:00

KIM BAWDEN
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Maria Whyte has served in this post since January 2015 and is the

first female in a generation to hold the title.  As DCE she advances

the County’s most significant economic development projects and

provides strategic operational support for the County’s many

departments.  In her role as DCE, she is best known for her work to

negotiate a $6 million deal to acquire 150 acres of land at the site of

the former Bethlehem Steel Company in Lackawanna, NY.

 

ERIE COUNTY DEPUTY COUNTY EXECUTIVE

MARIA WHYTE

PLENARY 
4TH FLOOR BALLROOM

GLOBAL STRATEGIC SUSTAINABILITY LEADER, MILLIKEN FLOORING

WELCOME REMARKS

Mark Shriver has played an important role in the integration of best-in-

class safety practices and business sustainability programs at both

Curbell Plastics and Curbell Medical Products.  As one of the founding

members of the SBR, Mark represents Curbell and its sustainable

successes; he utilizes his experiences to aid other businesses and

organizations in embracing business sustainability practices in order to

create a more environmentally and economically resilient Buffalo

Niagara Region.

WNYSBR INTRODUCTION

DIRECTOR OF SAFETY AND ENVIRONMENTAL AFFAIRS, CURBELL
INC. & PRESIDENT WNYSBR

MARK SHRIVER

RYAN MCPHERSON
MODERATOR

CHIEF SUSTAINABILITY OFFICER
UNIVERSITY AT BUFFALO & WNYSBR BOARD MEMBER
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TED BREAK

As a professional sustainability leader, Philip manages sustainability

drivers  for Milliken’s global floor covering division, including leading

educational courses about material health transparency issues and

programs. Philip was recently voted to the Carpet American

Recovery Effort (C.A.R.E.) board of directors, which works on

market-based solutions for the elimination of post-consumer carpet

going to landfills in the US. He graduated from Auburn University

and is certified WELL Faculty, a LEED Green associate and a

Lean/Six Sigma Black Belt.

 

Philip Ivey will share his insight and counsel of his sustainability

journey over the past 30 years at Milliken—a global corporation that

combines science, design and insight to tackle the issues and

concerns of today with over 35 manufacturing facilities and 7,000

employees. He will convey the challenges and lessons learned along

the way as well as how Milliken has created healthier materials that

have spurred corporate opportunities and growth.

PHILIP IVEY

KEY NOTE PRESENTER

Designing your Business for a Circular Economy

GLOBAL STRATEGIC SUSTAINABILITY LEADER
MILLIKEN FLOORING 

(CONT.) 12:00 - 1:30
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THANK YOU TO OUR MAIN SUMMIT SPONSORS!
 
                       VISIONARY LEADER

 

 

SCHOLARSHIP SPONSOR

Michael Mroziak is an experienced, award-winning journalist whose

career began in 1992. Before joining WBFO, he worked at WHLD-AM

(Niagara Falls), WBEN-AM, WNED-AM and WIVB-TV. He has also

worked in print as sports editor of the Niagara Gazette (2013-2015)

and freelancing. Additionally, Michael calls play-by-play online for the

Buffalo Jr. Sabres hockey club and, beginning this June, the Niagara

Power baseball club.

 

 

MODERATOR, SECOND ANNUAL RECOGNITION
AWARD CEREMONY

NEWS REPORTER, WBFO

MICHAEL MROZIAK

(CONT.) 12:00 - 1:30
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VICE PRESIDENT OF POST COLLECTION OPERATIONS AND SALES,

MODERN CORPORATION

Modern Corporation is a second-generation, locally owned solid waste and recycling

company, based in Lewiston, NY. Alan’s responsibilities include operations at Modern

Landfill, Buffalo Recycling Enterprises, and NEI Transfer Station.  He has spent 30

years with Waste Management and has been involved in multiple landfill gas to

energy projects since the mid-eighties. Alan holds a Bachelor’s Degree in Civil

Engineering from Rochester Institute of Technology.

WARREN E. EMBLIDGE JR, 

OWNER, ECOVERDE ORGANICS

Warren is committed to making environmental and social ecosystem impact

investments, with a financial return. Warren’s experiences buying coffee beans (for

McCullagh, Inc) led him to implement the theory of change – i.e. money invested

should cause measured changes – by investing in EcoVerde Organics, LLC. The

company was formed in July 2017 and today has a team of nice associates, who

advocate for beneficial environmental and social ecosystem action by collecting

waste from generators, making compost and selling and distributing the product to

retail and wholesale customers.

RECYCLING TRACK: CARRYING IT OUT. PRICE
DROPS AND PILE UPS - RECYCLING IN 2019
3RD FLOOR WEST
 

Session 1 - What Now – Market Forces and Recycling
Panel discussion moderated by Erin Moscati

1:30 - 2:30

ALAN DAVIS

ADAM SHINE
VP OF MANITOBA, SUNNKING, UTILITY RECYCLERS INTERNATIONAL
& SELL YOUR TECH
Adam has worked in the recycling industry for over 10 years and grew up around it as

he represents the fourth generation at Manitoba Corporation. One of his main

responsibilities is running day to day at a sister company Sunnking Inc. which focuses

on Electronics Recycling.  Over the past several years Adam, along with others have

helped Sunnking expand from processing 12 million lbs. annually to over 25 million

lbs. in 2018, which required Sunnking to expand from a 140,000 square foot facility

to a new state of the art 204,000 square foot facility with automated processing

capabilities.
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SUSTAINABILITY EDUCATION MANAGER, UNIVERSITY AT BUFFALO

Erin is an environmental educator with UB Sustainability, where she has worked on a

variety of sustainability issues relating to both the campus and the greater Buffalo

community since 2000.  Erin’s range of projects has included recycling, composting,

sustainable contracts and purchasing, energy conservation, preservation of green

space, and identifying alternatives to pesticides.

DEBBIE FRIEDEL

DIRECTOR OF SUSTAINABILITY, DELAWARE NORTH COMPANIES

Debbie Friedel is responsible for implementing and managing the company’s

sustainability program. She has been with the company for a total of 16 years and

prior to this role, she was the Director of Sustainability for Delaware North Parks and

Resorts. Debbie is responsible for ensuring that each of Delaware North properties

are implementing and managing environmental, interpretive, facilities stewardship

and sustainability programs. She is engaged and works closely with others through

community outreach and education to achieve balance for the health of our planet

and ourselves.

RECYCLING TRACK (CONT.)
3RD FLOOR WEST
 

Session 2 - Use Something Else - Reacting to single use
plastic legislation and consumer demands
Panel discussion moderated by Gary Carrel

ERIN MOSCATI

3:15 - 4:15

 

SUSTAINABILITY COORDINATOR, ERIE COUNTY 

Tracy Skalski is the Sustainability Coordinator in the Erie County Department of

Environment and Planning. She recently developed the County's Climate Action and

Sustainability Plan for internal operations and is currently completing requirements to

become a Certified Climate Smart Community. Additionally, Tracy oversees the

initiatives of the County Green Team and is part of the Community Climate Change

Task Force.

TRACY SKALSKI
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ASSOCIATE DIRECTOR OF OPERATIONS, HARMAC MEDICAL

PRODUCTS

Harmac Medial Products is a Contract Manufacturer of Single Use Medical Devices.

Harmac’s Buffalo facility is ISO:14001 certified and the company has completed

multiple recycling and sustainability projects. Jeff is responsible for all manufacturing

operations at the 400 employee site in Buffalo as well as the Supply Chain

operations for the Buffalo and Mexico facilities. In addition to his work at Harmac,

Jeff also coaches hockey for the Buffalo Jr. Sabres.

JEFF WELCH 

GARY CARREL

SOLID WASTE RECYCLING SPECIALIST, ERIE COUNTY DEPARTMENT

OF ENVIRONMENT AND PLANNING

Gary has responsibilities related to hazardous waste, waste reduction and recycling.

He works both with residents and departments within Erie County on ways to

promote reuse, reduction and recycling. Additionally, Gary has been actively

involved with numerous environmentally-based groups and organizations in the

Buffalo area and is currently Co-Chair of the WNY Earth Day Steering Committee.

He is the vice president of the New York State Association of Reduction, Reuse and

Recycling where he is chair of their Single Use Plastics Committee and a member of

the annual Conference planning committee.
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CHERI PEELE 

SENIOR RESEARCH ASSOCIATE, CLEAN PRODUCTION ACTION

Cheri joined the Clean Production Action staff in 2015, having been a CPA

consultant from 2008. She works closely with government, non-profit, and business

sectors at local, state, and national levels. Prior to her work as a consultant, Cheri

was lead author of the Massachusetts Mercury Action Plan and both the Washington

State Mercury and PBDE Chemical Action Plans.

CHEMICAL FOOTPRINT TRACK
3RD FLOOR EAST
 

Session 1 – Developing your chemical footprint: How
does tracking and reducing chemicals of high concern
impact corporate performance?
Three panel presentations and discussions moderated by 

Alexandra McPherson

1:30 - 2:30

PHILIP IVEY

GLOBAL STRATEGIC SUSTAINABILITY LEADER, MILLIKEN
FLOORINGAS

As a professional sustainability leader, Philip manages sustainability drivers  for

Milliken’s global floor covering division, including leading educational courses about

material health transparency issues and programs. Philip was recently voted to the

Carpet American Recovery Effort (C.A.R.E.) board of directors, which works on

market-based solutions for the elimination of post-consumer carpet going to landfills

in the US. He graduated from Auburn University and is certified WELL Faculty, a LEED

Green associate and a Lean/Six Sigma Black Belt.

i)      What is the Chemical Footprint Project (CFP) and why is it used by corporate leaders
        like Walmart, Target, CVS, HP, BD and Levis?
ii)     CFP from a Manufacturer’s Perspective
iii)    Can Investors / Asset Managers Do Well by Doing Good?
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MANAGING PARTNER, SIGNITY FINANCIAL

JD focuses on sustainable responsible investing and provides forward-thinking

financial strategies in line with client values. He has worked in the financial industry

for nearly forty years - much of this time was spent in New York City as the Senior

Managing Director of the Wall Street investment bank Lebenthal & Co.

JD HARTMAN

 

PRINCIPAL, NIAGARA SHARE

Alexandra advances social and environmental entrepreneurship. She co-leads CoRE

with the University at Buffalo and Clean Production Action (CPA). CoRE is investing

in a regenerative solar economy. She manages the Investor Environmental Health

Network (IEHN), housed at CPA, an organization she co-founded. IEHN builds

corporate support for green chemistry and the Chemical Footprint Project.

ALEXANDRA MCPHERSON

 

MANAGER, MATERIAL SAFETY & COMPLIANCE, XEROX

CORPORATION

Sandy holds a degree in Medical Science and practiced clinical medicine as a

Physician Assistant in hospital and primary care settings for 25 years joining the

Xerox Medical department in 1997.  Earning her MS in EHS Management from RIT she

has worked in EHS&S at Xerox since 2003, currently managing the Material Safety &

Compliance team.

SANDRA KERNS

CHEMICAL FOOTPRINT TRACK (CONT.)
3RD FLOOR EAST
 

Session 2 – Greening your office space: Why is your
reducing chemical footprint relevant to purchasing and
the service sector?
Three panel presentations and discussions moderated by 

Alexandra McPherson

i)     Material Safety – More Than Compliance
ii)    Pesticide use reduction lowers your office’s chemical footprint
iii)   Roadmap to Environmental Health Leadership: Advancing a Non-Toxic, 
       Just and Sustainable Circular Economy

3:15 - 4:15
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BOBBI WILDING

DEPUTY DIRECTOR, CLEAN AND HEALTHY NEW YORK

Bobbi Wilding, MS, has two decades of experience as an environmental health

advocate. She directs the national Getting Ready for Baby (GRfB) coalition.  Bobbi

is an author and co-author of numerous reports, including CHNY’s Roadmap for

Environmental Health Leadership. She serves on the NYS Pollution Prevention

Institute’s Advisory Board, and as a supporting member of the Interstate Chemicals

Clearinghouse.

LYNN BRABAND

SENIOR EXTENSION ASSOCIATE, NYS INTEGRATED PEST
MANAGEMENT PROGRAM OF CORNELL UNIVERSITY

Lynn, a Certified Wildlife Biologist®, joined the NYS Integrated Pest Management

(IPM) Program in May 1999 as an Extension Educator. Since joining the IPM Program,

Lynn has had major responsibilities in assisting New York State schools and

municipalities in the implementation of IPM.
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AMIR REZAEI: WHEN CRISIS STRIKES - PASSIVE THERMAL
SURVIVABILITY FOR RESILIENCY

HIGH PERFORMANCE BUILDING ANALYST, CANNONDESIGN

Amir Rezaei is an engineer, a PhD and an energy data geek. He is continually

pushing the boundary of performance modeling and analytics for high-performance

building design. Amir’s simulation approach is complemented by his collaborative

approach to team integration. His professional goal and passion is help integrate

advanced analysis methods within the building design process that would

accelerate the adoption of net-zero and positive-energy design concepts.

ENERGY TRACK: A NEW ENERGY PARADIGM,
MOVING TOWARDS AND ECONOMICALLY VIABLE
AND RESILIENT FUTURE
2ND FLOOR WEST
 

Session 1 – Passive Survivability, Zero energy ready, and
Resilience- The Future of the Built Environment
Moderated by Aliesa Adelman, Wendel

1:30 - 2:30

JOSH STACK

CONSULTANT, RESILIENCE SCIENCE CONSULTING

Educated in biology and law at Cornell, NYU and SUNY UB (and in the Peruvian rain

forest), Josh is a resilience science consultant, construction manager and sometimes

recovering attorney, assisting clients in deliberating for our children’s adaptive

health and resilience. He focuses in translating resilience science and city and

systems scale biomimicry to a diversity of design, construction, policy and planning

and strategic community initiatives. He trains and speaks, internationally, on

resilience science, sustainable design & construction and biomimicry.

DAN KEATING

MANAGER OF TECHNICAL SALES AND SUPPORT NATIONAL GRID

Dan's team of energy engineers and vendors support National Grid’s and NYS’s

energy solutions goals.  The team submerges in activities such as energy efficiency

technology analyses, federal and state energy policy and demand response program

implementation.  Dan has been in the energy business for 17 years, holding positions

in: Project Engineering - designing and building energy efficient building systems;

Project Management for mechanical and electrical systems; Energy Efficiency

Consulting - driving energy efficiency projects forward for commercial and industrial

customers; and Jurisdictional Management – engaging National Grid’s largest

customers, elected officials and communities with the constantly evolving energy

world we live in.

i)     Material Safety – More Than Compliance
ii) P ti id d ti l ffi ’ h i l f t i t
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JON M. WILLIAMS

CEO, OSC HOLDING INC AND VIRIDI PARENTE

Jon M. Williams founded OSC Holding, Inc. in 1997 as a Full Service Specialty

Contracting Provider.  Today, OSC operates across North and South America with

Corporate Offices in Buffalo, New York, and a Divisional Office in Toronto, Ontario.

OSC works mostly for private chemical and industrial manufacturing firms with

contracting requirements in the areas of Environmental Remediation, Civil

Construction and Brownfield ReDevelopment.  Mr. Williams is the driving force

behind Viridi Parente and its’ subsidiaries – Green Machine, Inc. and Volta Energy

Products.,

ENERGY TRACK (CONT.)
2ND FLOOR WEST
 

Session 2 – The Leading Edge of Energy – Storage,
Infrastructure, and Transportation
Moderated by Aliesa Adelman, Wendel

3:15 - 4:15

JOHN HAVRILLA

DIRECTOR OF ALTERNATIVE FUEL, WENDEL

John Havrilla is a knowledgeable energy executive, with a strong financial

background, and over 35 years of industry experience. Mr. Havrilla has vast

experience in energy and alternative fuel plant design, construction, and operation

including hydro and renewable energy facilities.  John currently leads Wendel’s

national alternative energy initiatives and projects.

PAUL TYNO

STRATEGIC ADVISOR ENERGY INITIATIVES, BUFFALO NIAGARA
MEDICAL CAMPUS, INC. & PROGRAM DIRECTOR, EMERGING
CLEANTECH OPPORTUNITY (ECO) INCUBATOR

In his role with the BNMC, Inc. Paul is responsible for executing the campus Energy

Innovation Plan and further developing its overall energy strategy as a collective

effort.  That effort strives to integrate energy efficiency, demand management, grid

modernization, alternative transportation and renewable energy in fostering a

sustainable, growing community. Launch NY's Emerging Cleantech Opportunity

(ECO) Incubator is part of the six incubators administered by New York State Energy

Research & Development Authority (NYSERDA), for high-growth cleantech

companies. ECO provides 1-on-1 mentoring, support, networking events, and access

to funding and additional NYSERDA resources, to support early-stage companies to

help them achieve key milestones and accelerate their time to market.
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ALIESA ADELMAN

ASSOCIATE PRINCIPAL, WENDEL 

Aliesa Adelman is an Associate Principal at Wendel, serving as an Account Executive

and Director of Sustainability.  She serves as a client liaison and leader in

developing new opportunities that focus on energy efficiency, decarbonization, and

creating healthy environments. Aliesa currently serves as Vice President for the

Western New York Sustainable Business Roundtable Board of Directors; Advisory

Board Member ECO Incubator;  Urban Land Institute Women’s Leadership Initiative

Committee Member; Co-chairs the Climate Action Planning Working Group for the

American Public Transportation Association; and contributor to the National

Academies of Science research panels.
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RAHWA GHIRMATZION

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, PUSH BUFFALO

Rahwa Ghirmatzion was born in Asmera, Eritrea in the middle of a civil war. She

came to Western New York as a refugee at the age of eight with her family, after

living in Sudan. She was educated in Buffalo Public Schools and SUNY at Buffalo. In

2018, she became executive director of People United for Sustainable Housing

(PUSH Buffalo), a community organization that works at the grassroots to create and

implement a comprehensive revitalization plan for Buffalo’s West Side, with more

than $40 million invested in affordable housing rehabilitation, local hiring,

weatherization and green infrastructure.

COMMUNITY PARTNERSHIPS TRACK
2ND FLOOR EAST
 

Session 1 –  Business, Natural Resources and
Environmental Justice
Moderated by Tiffany Vanderwerf, facilitating two panel

presentations and discussions

 

1:30 - 2:30

LISA PAYNE WANSLEY

VICE PRESIDENT, ENVIRONMENTAL JUSTICE & SUSTAINABILITY AT
THE NEW YORK POWER AUTHORITY

Lisa Payne Wansley currently oversees the corporate responsibility initiatives of the

New York Power Authority. She is responsible for providing the overall vision and

guidance statewide for both the Environmental Justice and Sustainability Units

through policy development, goal setting, program development & implementation,

community relations, internal training, employee engagement and resource planning.

 
i)     Just Transition, Protecting Natural Resources and Empowering Community
ii)    New York Power Authority's Environmental Justice Initiatives
 

TIFFANY VANDERWERF

CHIEF CONSERVATION OFFICER AT THE BUFFALO ZOO

The Curator of Education at the Buffalo Zoo with 20 years of experience in the Zoo

industry and 18 yearsin senior management, with a strong passion for wildlife

conservation and sustainability.
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JACQUELINE ASHBY

DIRECTOR OF EDUCATION, JOURNEY’S END REFUGEE SERVICES

A multilingual teacher from Toronto, I immigrated to the US 7 years ago. After

teaching at private and public schools in Canada and the US, I joined Journey’s End

as a teacher in the MAC Alternative High School Program before transitioning into a

directorship. Currently we offer 4 programs; Adult & High School; corporate English

classes; & manufacturing worker training.

COMMUNITY PARTNERSHIPS TRACK (CONT.)
2ND FLOOR EAST
 

Session 2: Innovative collaborations, with hands on
examples from a business & non-profits perspective
Moderated by Tiffany Vanderwerf, facilitating two panel

presentations and discussions:

 

3:15 - 4:15

 
i)       Building a Sustainable Refugee Workforce for Shared Economic Prosperity
ii)      To be announced
 

JENNA WALCZAK

GREEN SHOOTS FOR NEW AMERICANS PROGRAM MANAGER,
JOURNEY’S END REFUGEE SERVICES

An urban farmer who grew up gardening in her family backyard in Western New

York. Jenna graduated from Colgate University with a B.A. in Biology and

Environmental Studies. Her passion lies at the intersection of environmental and

social issues. Jenna enjoys helping others access the materials, space, and

knowledge to grow food for themselves and their families.
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SPONSOR DIRECTORY : SCHOLARSHIP SPONSOR

 

 

 

https://www.nationalgridus.com/

 

 

https://www.key.com/
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http://www.empirestate.axa-advisors.com/

 

 

https://www.cannondesign.com/buffalo-architecture
-and-engineering/

 

 

https://www.curbell.com/

 

 

http://www.ene.com/

 

 

http://www.solarliberty.com/

 

 

https://wendelcompanies.com/
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http://www2.erie.gov/

 

 

https://www.greif.com/

 

 

http://www.harmac.com/

 

 

http://www.industrialsupportinc.com/

 

 

https://www.nationalfuelgas.com/
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https://www.eoesolutions.com/

 

 

http://goldfarbfinancial.com/

 

 

http://greenbldgpartners.com/

 

 

http://iplcorp.com/

 

 

https://www.rit.edu/affiliate/nysp2i/

 

 

https://www.meengineering.com/

 

 

https://www.lifespacesinnovation.com/

 

 

http://www.cirelectric.com/

 
 

https://tapecon.com/

 

 

http://triadrecycle.com/
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